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Introduction 
 

The possession of firearms is an issue that has been affecting humanity for decades because 

it has a variety of impacts. Firearms Gun violence has reached great proportions, causing a large 

number of civilians to get injured every day. 60.5% from suicide, 35.9% from homicide, 1.3% from 

legal intervention, and 1.6% from unintentional deaths. Furthermore, there has also been an alarming 

increase in the number of mass shootings that have taken place in the last few years (mainly occurring 

in schools and churches).  Due to the constant rise of these events taking place, fear and terror has 

been instilled in people as they are uncertain of what is going to happen next. As well as that, it has 

created an urgency for governments to crated feasible solutions to solve the issue.  

Not only this but the black market for trading fire-arms has increased the number of violent 

conflicts, arms terrorists, and criminals, resulting in a staggering increase in criminal activities. It has 

globally expanded throughout the past few years and is now worth approximately 1 billion dollars. 

Illicit trade of arms has increased in some nations more than others, depending on the legislature of 

the country. In countries where there is a restriction on personal ownership of weapons, there is an 

increase in demand for weapons on the black market.  However, even if personal ownership of 

weapons is permitted, the black market is used as a way to buy arms at cheaper prices or for illegal 

activities. 
 

The modern world we live in guarantees us human rights, the right of a human to have his or 

her personal space, health care, shelter etc. These are all part of being human, as human we are 

supposed to be assured with the entitlement. All of this should be identified by society because after 
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all, we are a part of it, the very small necessities in our life pay a huge integral role in every society. 

Furthermore, understanding that an individual or a group owning a gun does not keep society 

protected. It is not indispensable to the inseparable character of an individual. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Firearm 

A portable gun (a barreled ranged weapon such as a pistol or rifles) is a weapon used that 

requires an individual to fire at their target, causing severe damage due to the immense 

pressure created within an ammunition cartridge.  

 

Self-Defense 
The act of protecting and defending yourself from physical harm from another human being. 

   

Felon  
A felon is considered to be a person who has convicted violent or nonviolent means of action 

with direct or indirect means; they are punished using a prison term of usually consisting a 

year or so.  

 

Gun ownership  
Gun ownership refers to the act of one owning a gun.  

 

 
 
Small Arms Survey  

It is located in the graduate institute of international and development studies in Geneva, 

Switzerland which is primarily an independent research project. The project mainly takes a 

key role in providing information on aspects of armed force and armed violence.  

 

Neutralized weapons  
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It is a potential alternative where the chemicals are used to neutralize a weapon which makes 

it comparatively less harmful.  

 

Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) 
Small arms are designed for individual use and consist of handguns, assault rifles, light 

machine guns, submachine guns, carbines, etc. 

Light weapons, unlike small arms, have broader perception as they are crew-served machine 

guns or highly explosive projectile weapons. They can be classified into, medium machine 

guns, heavy etc.  

 

Background Information 
 

There have been several cases in the past where the leading cause of the homicides 

(concerning firearms) has been the illegal firearms trafficking problem. The estimation of the 

worldwide arms industry is evaluated around $60 billion per year, with around $8 billion credited to 

guns, rifles, automatic rifles, and projectiles. 10-20% of these are illegal arms trades. It is further 

evaluated that illicit guns dealing has been directly in charge of no less than 10,000 guns related 

casualties in the EU Member States over the previous decade. The principal establishments of 

unlawful weapons in the EU are the reactivation of submerged weapons, thefts and robberies, and 

the abuse of genuine arms.  A recent study conducted by Europol stated the number of heavy firearms 

and Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) available for use in the EU appears to fulfill a significant 

part of the interest in south-eastern Europe. 

 

The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and 

Components and Ammunition (Firearms Protocol) is the main legitimately document to counter the 

unlawful assembling of and to deal of guns, their parts and segments and ammo around the world. In 

2005, the United Nations implemented this document which was discussed by the first General 

Assembly in 2001  (RES 55/255).  The Firearms Protocol supplements the United Nations Convention 

against Transnational Organized Crime (Organized Crime Convention). Furthermore, this works 

alongside and together with the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons. 

 



 

FIFTH ANNUAL ISLMUN CONFERENCE 29-30 MARCH 2019 

  
 
 
 

 

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY  4 
 

On 26 September 2013, the UN Security Council declared Resolution 2117, which compelled 

nations to remain bound to small arms embargoes and SALW control orders. The United Nations 

Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), inquiries about arms control issues and has distributed 

numerous findings connected to firearms. On 2 April 2013, the UN General Assembly settled 

overwhelmingly to embrace the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) to administer the lawful global exchange of 

firearms, from warships and flying machine to guns. An essential obligation of the arrangement is that 

all nations should set particular controls in the zone. Along these lines, the arrangement likewise 

encourages the worldwide network to examine free or unlawful dealings with firearms. Thee treaty 

was opened for signature on 3 June 2013. To date, two-thirds of UN member states have 

acknowledged the treaty (130 states), and 72 have approved the treaty entered into force on 

December 24, 2014.  

 

Reasons for possessing firearms for self-defense 
Crime rates are increasing day by day and people are becoming more wary of the felonies 

that are committees, which could happen to them. In the United States alone, there was an estimated 

1.28 million violent crimes in 2017, 17 284 of which were murders and nonnegligent manslaughters. 

The frequency of violent crime has resulted in individuals fearing for their safety. Thus, some opt 

towards firearms to withhold a form of self-defense to protect themselves. However, when talking 

about self-defense, there are a few essential facts we must know. It is critical that we center ourselves 

around appropriate protection for yourselves, even though the extent of protecting yourself can be 

conceived with a broad scope of ordinary items, self-defensive activities often happen with regards to 

physical inconsistencies. Since the purpose of acquiring firearms for self-defense is to ensure one's 

life, and since one cannot secure one's existence without a stable, viable, and proportionate methods 

for doing as such, the correct method to protect yourself must ensure appropriate and sensible 

methods. Possessing a firearm for the benefit of one is a high duty and firearm proprietors are 

frequently not satisfactorily educated on how to shield themselves or their friends and family if they 

are getting assaulted. An individual whose life is undermined is legitimately qualified to utilize vital 

power to shield themselves.  

         

Collection and Destruction of Small Arms 
The existence of large numbers of small arms, light weapons and ammunition can result in a 

drastic increase in violent crime including criminal and interpersonal violence, particularly in post-
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conflict areas where large surpluses of said weapons are likely to be present. The active collection of 

these weapons can be a practical solution to these problems and aid in increasing social unity and 

creating suitable conditions for reducing violent crime. Weapons may also be destroyed in contrast to 

alternative methods of disposal such as a sale. The added benefit of the destruction of these weapons 

is the guarantee that they will not make their way back into illegal markets thus contributing 

significantly to the eradication of their illicit trade. Destruction may be applied to weapons collected 

as part of a collection program as well as weapons identified as being part of the excess stock.   

 

How arms get onto the black market 
The black market regarding the trade of arms grows due to the constant cycle that is unable 

to be fully uncovered by any authorities. However, the general idea of the cycle has been obtained. 

Firstly, a gun dealer buys weapons legally from a retail store. This retail sale is most likely legal, as 

gun dealers most likely follow the laws and go through background checks and own all the necessary 

paperwork needed. Next, the gun dealers usually sell the guns to a gunsmith, pay gunsmith money 

to modify the weapons and make them worth more, or repair them if needed. A similar chain 

continues, as the gunsmith may sell the guns to another dealer, and so on. After several transactions, 

they end up on the black market. 

 

In other cases, gun dealers may not legally make the first transaction through a retail shop 

that sells guns to citizens who have a valid gun ownership license. This is because it may take too 

long or they may not own a gun ownership license that is valid, or they may have failed the background 

checks. Instead, the arms may be stolen or may be purchased by a straw purchaser, in other words, 

a person who is unable to buy a gun or ammunition may pay someone on their behalf to buy a gun 

for them. This may be a friend or a fellow gang member in some cases. According to Havocscope, a 

website that gives information on the global black market; a straw purchaser receives a profit of $500 

per firearm. As a result, even criminals can obtain arms and then deal with gun dealers, to receive 

money in exchange for them being on the black market.  

 
Major Countries and Organizations Involved 
 
United States of America 
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When it comes to facing consequences of letting civilians possess firearms, the United States 

is a nation that goes through shocking events due to different states have different gun laws. The 

inconsistency makes it weak and easily exploitable in the system for trafficking guns as well as 

exploitation. The annual number of total manufactures firearms in the US today is 11, 497, 441, with 

over 43% of households owning one or more firearms. In 2019 alone, there have already been 25 

mass shootings in the US resulting in over 110 casualties. In 2017, there were approximately 47, 173 

Americans who died due to suicide in the US. This figure contributes to far more casualties compared 

to the mass shootings that usually make the headlines. 

 

The US also has a Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) that is focused on supporting the 

privileges of people living within the U.S. to claim and have guns without disclosing their information 

to anyone. They carry on numerous instructive and lawful activity courses of action intended to 

educate their public about firearm usage. Even though the nation has one of the most sophisticated 

gun laws in the world which, the situation is quite alarming for the government. The USA is unable to 

halt this epidemic of deadly gun violence. One of them is because of government officials appear to 

be reluctant to address to control weapons. 

 

Due to several mass shootings have taken place in Florida, the state itself issued a policy 

raising the minimum age to buy assault rifles to 21 in order to keep schools safer from those who 

could possibly be mentally ill or violent. Possession of a firearm is not a crime in Florida, per se. 

Several Floridians own guns; In fact, there are more concealed weapon permit carriers in Florida than 

in any other state, with over 1.7 million Floridians currently having a valid concealed weapons permit. 

Having a gun with you is not illegal. Nevertheless, there are a few situations for which being found 

possessing a gun can result in genuine accusations, for example, on the off chance that you are a 

sentenced criminal or are conveying a covered weapon without a license. 

 

Brazil 
The country of Brazil has very high levels of armed violence which can be observed when 

analyzing the statistics of its hospitals, prisons, and morgues. A special report by Pablo Dreyfus of 

the small arms survey analyses the two main perpetrators of this problem. It examines the rapidly 

growing Brazilian arms industry and how it aids the lack of control and regulation of weapons and 

powers small arms violence along with international trafficking networks.  Furthermore, the report 
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presents information on weapons holdings. Brazil is the second largest manufacturer of small arms 

in the western hemisphere and the weapons used in criminal violence within the country are mainly 

these very weapons that are produced domestically. This is contrary to the argument presented by 

Brazil’s gun lobby which states that imported small arms are used rather than domestically used 

firearms. As expected, there has been an upsurge of armed violence throughout the same decade 

that the domestic small arms industry thrived. 

 

United Kingdom 
It has been brought to account that the UK has had quite a few major mass shootings, one of 

them being in – in Whitehaven, Cumbria, in 2010, during which Derrick Bird killed 12 people – since 

Dunblane.  The Offence statistics in the years after the ban was proposed to appear to support the 

theory that it had limited impact. In the year finishing September 2015, there was a little ascent of 4% 

to 4,994 assaults. The law upholding organizations needed to demonstrate that they would bring 

through on the cruel disciplines and punishments of group zones, as well as an improvement on poor 

ballistics records and investigation. Both were engraved in the mid 2000s when there was a significant 

decrease in weapon misuse. The UK government initiated that felons will face a minimum of a 5- year 

sentence to felonies caused by firearms, which decreased deaths from guns by 3% in 2017.  

 
The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (CSGV) 

The main aim of this organization was to reduce the fear within people by reducing gun 

violence. They tried to achieve this from strategic engagement and effective policy advocacy. CSGV 

is comprised of 47 national associations working to reduce gun violence. Its faction members include 

religious organizations, social justice organizations, child welfare advocates, and public health 

professionals. Some of the missions of this organization consist of resisting to the National Rifle 

Association's understanding of Second Amendment rights, backing for gun microstamping, and 

boycotting the secret clearance of firearms by finding general historical verifications. Recently they 

have been trying to provide support for stricter mental health screening for firearm purchases in 

several Western countries, especially those who witness more gun violence. 

 

United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) 
The United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) has created programs and taken 

other actions to tackle the issue of illicit trading of arms. Firstly, in 2001, member states endorsed the 
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Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 

Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA). This programme aimed to create international standards in terms 

of the shipment of small arms and light weapons, as well as track them to ensure that they did not 

end up on the black market. Since 2001, UNODA has continued to make efforts to eradicate the black 

market for trading arms by improving international security, import and export laws and cooperating 

with member states. In addition to PoA, UNODA and other member states adopted the International 

Tracing Instrument (ITI) in 2005, so that all governments would administer the correct marking of all 

weapons. Furthermore, the arms and has implemented a framework to facilitate government tracing 

of arms. Finally, UNODA continues to take measures to discontinue and eradicate the black market 

for arms by conducting yearly meetings with member states, ensuring that change is continually 

occurring, and an improvement is being made. 

 

On the 23 rd of December 2016, the Secretary Generals of the UNODA and World Customs 

Organization (WCO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding to standardize existing efforts 

regarding the application of cross-border arms regulation and specifically the illegal of firearms. The 

signing of this memorandum signifies an agreement between the WCO and UNODA to cooperate to 

support countries in applying international SALW requirements. There will also be cooperation 

between the two organizations regarding the WCO’s SALW (Small arms and Light Weapons), an 

organization which focuses on preventing illegal trade of firearms. 

 

Timeline of Events 
 

Date     Description of Event 

1364     First use of a firearm in Europe 

September 17, 1787   Constitution of the USA published which states, ‘the right of people to keep     

and bear arms shall not be infringed” 

1877    All gun sales and gun producers were imposed with $200 tax on each 

firearm. 

1938     First effective double-action revolver tested by Beaumont Adams in Great 

Britain 
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1968     Permit claims were extended to incorporate more dealers, and increasingly 

precise record keeping was foreseen from them; handgun bargains over 

state lines were constrained, and bills halted mail request deals of rifles and 

shotguns;  

1990     Plea to the UN from several member states to evolve for establishing "drug-

free school zones," including criminal penalties for maintaining or 

discharging a firearm in a school zone. This disallowed the development of 

illicit self-loading rifles or shotguns from wrongfully imported parts. 

April 28/29, 1996     Port Arthur Massacre in Tasmania, Australia in which 35 people were killed 

and 23 were wounded 

2011     Japan introduces laws regarding “zero-tolerance” of gun ownership 

 

 
Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Arms Trade Treaty concluded in 2013, entered into force on 24 December 2014 (RES 
67/234) 

● The Question of Small Arms, Light Weapons (RES 2177), 2013 

● Small Arms and Light Weapons (S/RES/1196 (1998)) 

● CRS Report for Congress: United Nations and “Gun Control” (RS22108), April 7, 
2005  

● UNODC Convention on Firearms, 2015 

● UN Conference on illicit small arms trade, 2006 
 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
 

There was a kick-off meeting with the Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs 

(DG HOME) Steering Group on 17 May 2013. This organization is Directorate-General of the 

European Commission and focuses on ensuring the EU's security, on building a common EU 

migration and asylum policy, and on promoting dialogue and cooperation with non-EU countries.  
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Soon after the conference was concluded, several steps were drafted and implemented to solve the 

issue, including the creation of an inception document (which was accepted by the DG Home). In 

order to make sure that any disruptions and problems were avoided, Phase 2 was initiated with 

member states to discuss the guidelines set out by the commission In this meeting there was also a 

thorough examination of the members to gain further associated to join their organization 

. 

These social events were utilized to address the rising ends from the information gathered, 

and to further create and demonstrate the evaluation of the issue, (particularly the issues identifying 

with the nation concerned) and to audit conceivable EU-level strategy choices as well as the different 

solutions  that could handle the obstruction of illegal exchanging. Some local workshops ( such as 

Germany) that had been initially visualized did not go ahead ( Nonetheless, in these and the other 

EU Member States, CSES led interviews with national experts as an option to find suitable alternatives 

to solve the issue. As the war of firearms remains pointing at humanity, a lot of acts has been put into 

action. Them being the basic rules and regulations, campaigns, etc. To note most of them only have 

little or no action in some countries, whereas countries like Japan are still taking this into serious 

accounts. some responsible is the previous mention of authorized check-ups with people who own a 

gun. Other than this punishment of firearms trafficking has also been tightened, that can lead to 

imprisonment and death penalty. The recent shootings in countries like the US have increased, 

causing the rules to tighten once again. Police have also opened their eyes to make such illegal 

actions less and to keep general safety assured. 

 

Possible Solutions 
 

One possible solution to this issue would be to strengthen current gun laws that country abide 

by. In this day and age, there is a satisfied inequality between gun laws. Many of them focus on the 

wrong subjects and fail to resolve the issue at hand. For example, even though only 5% of homicides 

are due to the usage of rifles, they are still the main focus when it comes to debating firearms. Instead, 

there should be stronger background checks on all firearms possessed in the country as well those 

in private sales to prevent unlawful trafficking. Furthermore, restrictions also need to be imposed to 

reduce the number of fatalities that occur. 
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Another solution that could be deemed feasible is the further involvement of doctors to reduce 

gun violence. They can assume a vital aspect in instructing families about firearm security, especially 

with regards to keeping weapons out of the hands of the younger ones. A study done by a collective 

organization of universities in the US proved that an adolescent as old as 3, has the capability and 

strength to function a firearm. Furthermore, statistics from last year show that almost 4000 children 

under the age of 18 committed suicide through the use of a gun Preventing these scenarios from the 

beginning would be the perfect long-term solution. Giving phycological effects to young adolescents 

helps them to overcome any disturbing thoughts that they are suffering from, thus, preventing any 

tragedies to or from them. 

 

The world is developing and thus, technology follows in the same footsteps. Producing and 

manufacturing safe gun technology would be the ideal step to think about in our ever-changing world. 

To ensure that there is no misuse of the firearm, biometric systems can be installed in them so that 

only the processor has access to it. Although this may not prevent significant catastrophes such as 

the Florida shootings, they further disable the leeway to commit certain felonies, accidental shootings, 

or even suicide from weapons that are not their own.  

 

Not only are there are those who are mentally stable, but there are also people who possess 

firearms which the court or authorities do not have the authorization right to take from. Introducing 

“red flag” laws will allow the house more jurisdiction over confiscating firearms from people who pose 

a threat to themselves or others. This law also allows governments to temporarily seize the 

possession of people/groups if convinced enough that they create a danger. This solution helps to 

tackle the issue or to prevent future crimes as well as reducing suicidal rates and containing future 

tragedies before it gets too late. 
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Appendix or Appendices 
 
I. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overview_of_gun_laws_by_nation/ (Gun laws by Nation) 

This website is useful to learn the gun laws of your delegation to build your clauses around. 

The viewpoints on firearms will differ from country to country, thus, it is a good idea to read 

over this. 

 

2.          https://thewellarmedwoman.com › Armed Defense (Do you need a gun for self-defense?) 

 

This website explains both sides of this issue and talks about the positives and negatives of 

carrying a firearm. It helps you to understand the topic and allows you to see both 

perspectives. 
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