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Introduction 

 
The present issue of Ukraine is a power battle between groups inside and has become the 

most brutal European conflict with the counts of deaths rising. Ukraine has been stuck in a war 

between two regions with different beliefs who would like to join and get their links European Union 

stronger, while the other side of Ukraine disagrees wanting to retain their links with Russia. The 

conflict first erupted by November 2013 when pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovych president rejected the 

trade deal with the European Union and instead agreed on receiving a 15-billion-dollar financial aid 

from Russia. This decision made by the president upset the people in Ukraine, as they had thought 

that the deal with the European Union that was rejected was going to be an essential key to their 

economic future. As a consequence of this decision made by president Viktor Yanukovych, people in 

Ukraine went out to the streets protesting. The protest against the president slowly escalated leading 

into deaths of 70 Ukrainians by February 2014, and by May 2014 they were successful of removing 

a pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovych president replacing him with pro-West president Petro Poroshenko. 

 

Despite the success of the pro-West president Petro Poroshenko, the Eastern region of 

Ukraine retained its historical and cultural ties to Russia. Noticing Ukraine slowly losing its connection 

with Russia angered the eastern region of Ukraine, leading to political and cultural divides. Similarly, 

Russia too did not want to lose its connection with Ukraine, and so the Russian military, on request 

of Russian parliament, annexed Crimea in 2014. In response, Ukraine has sent its military force to 

the eastern regions as a protection against the Russian military force maintaining its power on the 

Eastern region of Ukraine. This move by Russia was seen as an invasion by Ukraine, although 

Crimean politicians disagreed and asked for the separation of Ukraine and Crimea to be put up for a 
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vote. The political officials in Crimea than announced that more than 90% of Crimean had voted for 

separation of Ukraine and Crimea. 

 

In 2014, Putin officially announced that Crimea had been annexed by Russia; Ukraine rejected 

this and accused Russia of committing war crimes and violating international laws. The European 

Union agreed with Ukraine and stated that the moves of Russia were "a gross violation of international 

law and the territorial integrity of Ukraine," with the international community viewing annexation as 

illegal. Ukraine continue to attempt to remove the Russian military, while Russia continues to send 

their military force in greater numbers. Ukraine is stuck in an endless bloody conflict with Russia that 

continues today as they both build up their forces to combat one another. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 
 

European Union (EU) 

The European Union is a 28-member state political and economic union that is located mainly 

in Europe. The EU covers around 7.3% of the world population with an estimated population of 

513 million. The EU has developed a single market system of laws which all EU member states 

follow. 

 

Trade Deal  

Whenever at least two nations concur on terms that encourage them to exchange goods with 

one another. A trade agreement includes investment guarantees and large-scale taxes, as well 

as potential removal of tariffs. 

 

Annexation 

Annexation is the action and idea in universal law of forced obtaining of one state's region by 

another state; this action is seen as an illegal act in most situations. 

 

 

Territorial Integrity   
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A principle under global law that country states ought not to endeavour to assist secessionist 

movements or border changes in other country states. Furthermore, it states that doing so by 

force will be seen as an act of aggression. 

 

 

Background Information 
 

The turmoil in Ukraine originally started with Yanukovych refusing to sign a trade deal with 

the EU, as well as suspending talks with them in 2013. This upset the citizens of western Ukraine, 

who tend to support seeking closer ties with Europe as they believe it will create closer political ties 

and generate economic growth. Thus, they began to protest against the President’s decision. These 

protests resulted in the replacement of the pro-Russian president with a pro-EU president. This, 

however, had the opposite effect. The people of Eastern Ukraine, who are pro-Russia and anti-EU, 

began protesting, which eventually lead to the Russian military invading Eastern Ukraine, causing a 

war between the eastern region and western region of Ukraine. 

  

Historical Context 

  

 The two neighbouring countries Russia and Ukraine have been connected for more than 

1,000 years. Both Russia and Ukraine became independent after the Soviet Union collapsed in 

1991. The history these countries share has created a close tie between Eastern Ukraine and 

Russia, both culturally and historically. This is reflected in the fact that 46% of people in Eastern 

Ukraine speak Russia as their native language. By extension of this extremely close cultural ties, 

Ukraine's political sphere has been impacted by its relations with Russia, especially since 2013. 

During 2014 when protests against the pro-Russian president in Kiev broke out, pro-Russian 

citizens were protesting for Russia in Crimea. The close historical ties of these countries have 

resulted in what is essentially an identity crisis for many people in Ukraine, which has ultimately led 

to the current state of conflict and strife. 

 

From 1772 to 1795, the vast majority of Ukraine was possessed by the Russian Empire, which 

resulted in the close relationship between the two. By 1945, Ukraine was not officially under Russian 

rule but rather a free Communist state, known as the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic (UkrSSR), 
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which enabled Ukraine to join the United Nations. Crimea was a piece of Russia from 1783 until 1954, 

when it was given to the UkrSSR. Because of its past, Crimea has close ties to Russian culture, as 

even when it had become a part of Ukraine, it retained most of its Russian cultures and beliefs. After 

the Soviet Union crumbled in 1991, Russia did not try to recover Crimea. 

 

Due to their long historical ties, Ukraine has adopted plenty of its culture and language from 

Russia: around 8 million ethnic Russians live in Ukraine and about half of Ukrainian nationals have 

Russian as their first language. The east of Ukraine was especially highly linked with Russia towards 

the nineteenth century, whilst the western region of Ukraine began building up its literature and culture 

faster than Eastern Ukraine, resulting in Western Ukraine’s Russian ties getting progressively weaker. 

Russians tried to prevent this severing of ties from happening, without much success. Russia was not 

satisfied as, with the rise of the EU, Western Ukraine’s ties with Russia were increasingly weakening, 

while benefitting from the economic growth of Eastern Ukraine. Thus, in 2014, Russia invaded 

Ukraine, annexing Crimea, resulting in a brutal conflict in a nation suffering from an identity crisis, 

where one side identifies as Russian, and the other identifies as Ukrainian. 

 

Economic Interests  

Since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine's economy has not been prospering. Its 

fertile dark soil created more than one-fourth of Soviet agricultural yield. Ukraine's reliance on Russia 

for supplies and the absence of noteworthy change have made the Ukrainian economy powerless 

and by 1999, their agricultural yield had dropped to under 40% of its yield in 1991. Ukraine arranged 

a value markdown on Russian gas imports in return for expanding Russia's rent on its maritime base 

in Crimea by April 2010. Developments toward an Association Agreement with the European Union, 

which would submit Ukraine to monetary and money-related changes in return for special access to 

EU markets, were cut short by the November 2013 choice of President Yanukovych refusing to sign 

the agreement. Many Western Ukrainians felt this decision jeopardized Ukraine’s potential to develop, 

resulting in Ukraine experiencing a "revolution" concerning their future. Both countries’ economies 

are important to this issue, as both are interested in their economic growth; Russia wants to maintain 

their connection with Ukraine to continue to exploit Ukraine’s economy for their own benefit, while 

Western Ukrainians believe that moving closer to the EU and away from Russia will improve their 

economy. 

 
Russia’s and Ukraine’s Interests in the Conflict  
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 Russia’s Interests  
 

There are numerous reasons why Russia is interested in claiming parts of Ukraine. 

One of the most overlooked reason is Russia’s view on itself. The identity of the Russian 

Federation is heavily linked to its power status, that is, that Russia is a global power. This 

phenomenon can be traced back to the Cold War, where both the US and Russia engaged in 

spreading propaganda within their nation to encourage patriotism. Claiming more of Ukraine 

as Russian territory reinforces their image of themselves of being a global power.  

Another reason for Ukraine being sought after by Russia is geographic location; 

Ukraine is bordering Russia to the East, and on its West is most of Europe. As such as, 

Ukraine has a lot of geographic importance and strategic significance to Russia’s foreign 

policy, and Ukraine seeking closer ties to the EU threatens Russia’s influence on the region. 

Russia have therefore annexed Crimea and supported anti EU politicians in order to maintain 

their grip on Ukraine, and by extension, have additional control and influence over the region.  

Eastern Ukraine also offers significant industrial advantages. In particular, Eastern 

Ukraine has plenty of rich, dark, fertile soil, and has the potential for Russia to further diversify 

and grow their economy.  However, in relation to reinforcing national identity and Ukraine’s 

geographic and strategic significance, the potential economic and industrial benefits are not 

as significant in Russia’s rationale for their actions.  

 
Ukraine’s Interests 
 
 

The main reason for the conflict to occur in Ukraine is its history and lack of cohesive 

national identity as it is very split in their opinions. This lack of one national identity has caused 

Ukraine to be split between east and west. The crisis in Ukraine mainly started because of its 

future of the country and their disagreements between the two groups. The western region of 

Ukraine would like to move to the European Union moving away from Russian influence while 

the Eastern region would like the opposite and keep their relationship with Russia influenced 

by their culture and historical past. Russian sending over their military to the Eastern region 

of Ukraine had angered Ukraine causing them to accuse of Russia invading Ukraine and 

committing war crimes. Western Ukraine would like to keep their power over the Eastern 

region of Ukraine fighting back Russia. 
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 
 
United States  

 

The United States sent Ukraine one billion dollars in aid on March 4th, 2014. Samantha Power, 

a US Ambassador, commented on the invasion by noting that “At every step, Russia has come 

before this council to say everything but the truth. It has manipulated, obfuscated and outright 

lied. Russia has to stop lying and has to stop fuelling this conflict”. The United States showed 

its support for Ukraine by supporting stiffer sanctions against Russia.  

 

European Union 
 

The European Union is a political and economic union of 28 member states that are primarily 

located in Europe who have chosen to cooperate in developing various social, political, and 

economic policies. The European Union has many levels of membership. The innermost 

membership is that of core members, such as United Kingdom, Germany, France, etc. The 

next level is the European Economic Area, which includes the core countries as well as 

Iceland, Norway, and Liechtenstein, and allows these countries to be part of the single market. 

The next orbital of relation is that of Switzerland, who, while are not in the EU or the EEA, 

have signed 100s of bilateral treaties with the EU. Ukraine’s relation with the EU is one step 

further than Switzerland’s and is primarily defined of treaties such as the Deep and 

Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) and the Ukraine–European Union Association 

Agreement. Western Ukraine seeks to strengthen ties with the EU, by either signing of more 

treaties that further strengthen cooperation between the two, or by having Ukraine become a 

member of the EU, either as core or as part of the EEA exclusively, both of which would give 

Ukraine access to the single market of the EU. Furthermore, the EU is adamantly against 

Russian aggression in Ukraine, and is in favour of imposing harsher sanctions on Russia.   

Turkey 
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Crimean Tatars are a Turkic ethnic group who tend to have some loyalty towards Turkey, and 

they make up a sizeable demographic of Crimea and Ukraine. Because of this, Turkey has 

cautioned Russia that, should they attack Ukraine and Crimean Tatar populace, they will cut 

off access to the Black Sea for Russian boats. Turkey’s government is not supportive of 

Russia’s actions and has warned Russia that if they continue their assaults against Eastern 

Ukraine, Turkey will be taking military action.  

 

NATO 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is an intergovernmental military alliance based on the 

North Atlantic Treaty, which was signed on 4 April 1949. The organisation constitutes a system 

of collective defence whereby its member states agree to mutual defence in response to an 

attack by any external party. Neither Russia nor Ukraine are in NATO, but Ukraine is a 

candidate to join. NATO is the world’s largest military alliance and thus holds a lot of influence 

on all matter of conflict, especially one like the Issue of Ukraine, as it is geographically close 

to many member nations. In 2014, NATO unanimously decided to cease all cooperation with 

Russia due to their annexation of Crimea. Anti-Russia Ukrainians greatly wish to join NATO 

as it would act as a deterrent against another Russian invasion. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Timeline of Events 
 
Date Description of Event 
 

2013 November - 

 

 

Protesters take to the streets to protest to the government's sudden 

decision not to sign an association agreement with the EU. This 

movement was mostly coming from the western region blaming 

Russians Influence on the decision  
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2014 February - 

 

 

At least 77 Ukraine citizens are killed during a protest by the security 

force. Pro-Russian president Yanukovych goes to Russia as the pro-

EU supporters take over the government. 

 

2014 March - 

 

 

Russia announces that it has annexed Crimea starting the biggest 

East-West conflict in Ukraine. This action by Russia later caused the 

United States and the European Union to impose harsher sanctions 

on Russia. 

 

 

2014 May - 

 

New elections for the new presidential election occur, and Petro 

Poroshenko wins the presidential election. 

 

 
2014 July - 
 

Pro-Russian forces shoot down a Malaysian airliner that flies over 

the eastern region of Ukraine ending around 298 lives who were on 

board. 

 
2014 September - 
 

 

NATO confirms that the Russian troops with heavy military 

equipment have entered eastern Ukraine. 

 

2016 - 

 

 

After two years of turmoil, the economy returns into fragile growth 

 

2017 July - 

 

 

Ukraine's agreement European Union is sanctioned by all 

signatories and will be coming into power by September 1st  

 

 

2018 May - 

 

President Putin officially opens a bridge linking southern Russia to 

Crimea, Ukraine accuses of this action is illegal. 
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2018 November - 

Russian military fires on and seizes Ukrainian Naval ships, 

Ukrainian Government temporarily declares martial law to more 

effectively deal with the issue. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

 

 A/RES/68/262 Territorial Integrity of Ukraine  

 Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) – June 27th, 2014  

 Minsk Protocol – September 5th, 2014  

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

  

Economic sanctions have been made towards Russia from which they are suffering. EU has also 

progressively imposed restrictive measures against Russia such as cutting diplomatic ties, economic 

sanctions, and restrictions on economic cooperation. Such diplomatic measures include EU-Russia summit 

being cancelled. EU has also called for travel restriction to 155 people and 44 entities because of their illegal 

actions against Ukraine. The US has taken similar actions. 

 

NATO and other military forces help have also been used and the organisations till now are working in 

Ukraine fighting against the minority force of Russia. Although this has not been enough as Russians 

military force still stands strong, the cease-fire was also made, but this ceasefire was not successful with 

Russia not following the requirements. The EU and other countries continue to place sanctions although the 

crisis in Ukraine still stands strong does not seem it will end anytime soon.  

 

Possible Solutions 

The possible solutions for this issue can be divided into three main possible solutions; Use of 

force, use of discussion, and use of economic leverage. 

Compromise  

 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/262
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The best solution is one arrived at through peaceful negotiation rather than extortion. 

Therefore, the holding diplomatic talks and encouraging compromise, as well ensuring that 

all parts of Ukraine can exercise their right to self-determination, is of utmost importance. 

One method of doing this may be to encourage peace talks and holding referendums in 

Ukraine about joining Russia. However, it is vitally important that if a route such as this is 

taken, that Russian influence in the form of propaganda be limited, as then the votes would 

be illegitimate. Another possible solution is to find a middle ground with the people in 

Ukraine and Russia; Ukraine should work with the EU and the U.S. to develop agreements 

while also holding its connection with Russia benefiting from both. Ukraine is suffering from 

an identity crisis, where East Ukraine and West Ukraine hold diametrically opposed ideas for 

what would constitute a good future for Ukraine. Compromise should be tried, but it may not 

be possible, in which case making Eastern Ukraine independent may be a good idea. 

 
 
Sanctions 

Should Russia continue to violate Ukrainian territorial integrity, economic sanctions and trade 

sanctions may be of use. By applying economic and trade sanctions on Russia, a direct impact 

is made on their economy, which incentivizes them to approach the situation with more 

caution. While this has been tried before, it often does not work; however, imposing 

progressively harsher sanctions may be advisable, as it will further incentivize Russia to cease 

illegal activities at the border.  

Military Force  
 

The international community failed to prevent Russia's illegal invasion of Ukraine's Crimea 

and spreading the conflict into other regions of the country. Due to Russia's overwhelming 

military advantage, Ukraine cannot protect its people although Ukraine does have an 

obligation to do so. Thus, it is at the best interest of Ukraine receiving military aid from more 

advanced countries, which will enable Ukraine to have full control of its territory that Russia 

took over illegally. Previous attempts have been made such as cease-fire to further look into 

the issue, although this has failed.  
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