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Introduction
The Gulf State of Qatar is one of the most 
flourishing countries in the Middle East, 
with the population predominantly young, 
the economy expanding, and the pace of 
modernization quickening every year. 

Geography 
and Weather
Qatar is a peninsula that is surrounded by the 
waters of the Arabian Gulf and anchored to 
the mainland at its border with Saudi Arabia. 
The country is about 11,437 square kilometres, 
running roughly 85 km wide and 180 km 
long and located in the centre of the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC). The majority of 
population of Qatar resides in the capital city, 
Doha. 
Qatar’s subtropical desert means it becomes 
very hot and humid from June through August. 
During the winter months from November 
through February, however, the country’s 
weather is extremely pleasant. Average 
rainfall is 81 mm per year with an average 
high temperature of 31˚C and lows 
touching some 22˚C.
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International 
Relations
Qatar is committed to the support of Arab Unity, 
but also enjoys strong international relations. Qatar 
is a founding member of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC). With its five other member—Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, UAE and Bahrain—the 
objective of the GCC is to encourage integration 
and coordination between member states. 
Presidency of the GCC rotates yearly between its 
members. All major embassies and consulates 
are represented in Qatar and the country is a 
member of International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), the United Nations (UN), the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO), the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) and the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO).

The Political 
System
Qatar is a monarchy. The Al Thani family, has 
ruled the country since the nineteenth century. 
Power is transferred from the Ruler to the 
next family member, usually, but not always, 
a son. The Emir’s brother, His Highness Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Khalifa Al Thani, is the Prime 
Minister and the Emir’s son, His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, is the 
Crown Prince and Heir Apparent.
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Economy
Qatar, because of its abundant reserves of oil and 
gas, and the high prices these have commanded 
in recent years, has one of the strongest and 
fastest growing economies in the world. Analysts 
predict that in the near future, the country’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita will 
overtake that of Switzerland, effectively making 
Qatar the richest nation on earth. Qatar is rich in 
Oil and Gas, with the third largest gas reserves. 

Qatar’s main exports are crude oil, natural gas 
and petroleum, with the main export partners 
being Japan, South Korea, Singapore and, more 
recently, India. Qatar’s main import partners are 
the US and Japan. In 2004, Standard & Poors 
updated their outlook on Qatar from stable to 
positive. Their credit rating for the country’s 
currency is A+.

Currency
The Riyal (code: QAR) is the currency of Qatar. 
It is divided into 100 Dirhams and is usually 
abbreviated as QR. Until 1966, Qatar used the 
Indian Rupee as Currency. When India devalued 
the rupee in 1966, Qatar, along with the other 
states using the Gulf rupee, chose to introduce 
its own currency. The  Riyal is pegged to the US 
dollar at QR3.65 = 1 USD.
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Tourist Visas
Qatar grants tourist visas on arrival at Doha 
International Airport for the nationals of more 
than 33 countries including USA, Canada, 
Iceland, West European countries, and some 
East European countries, Japan, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong, South Korea, Brunei, 
Australia and New Zealand, besides the 
nationals of the GCC countries. 
Visas are issued upon arrival at Doha 
International Airport for the above-listed 
nationals. The cost is QR 100 (approximately 2
7 USD), but the Immigration officers at the 
airport do not accept cash for payment; credit 
cards are required. 
Visit visas for the residents of the GCC countries 
and their companions are issued at border 
points, while entry visas for businessmen 
coming from places other than the countries 
mentioned above need to be arranged 
beforehand.

Tourism
While Qatar’s economy is dominated by 
its hydrocarbon industries, the country is 
attempting to diversify into other areas. With 
year-round sunshine, golden beaches, exciting 
outdoor activities and a fascinating culture 
and history, this is a prime destination that 
remains relatively undiscovered. Qatar doesn’t 
necessarily want to attract mass tourism, 
but aims to become known as a high-quality 
destination appealing to high-income sectors 
such as the meetings, incentives, conferences 
and exhibitions industry. 

For more visa information, 
please visit tge Ministry 
of Interior’s website

www.moi.gov.qa
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Beaches
Some of the most popular hotel beach clubs 
frequented by visitors and local residents are the 
Intercontinental, the Sheraton, the Ritz Carlton, the 
Marriott and the Sealine Beach resort. Most offer 
day rates for casual visitors (generally QR250), 
whilst others require full membership. 

Tours 
& Sightseeing
An organised tour is a great way to discover some 
of the attractions that Qatar has to offer, especially 
places that are off the beaten track or hard to 
access. Tours can range from a relaxed half-day 
shopping trip around Doha, to a full excursion into 
the desert with overnight camping. Tours of Qatar’s 
historical sites are also popular.

Boat Tours
Tour companies such as QIT, Gulf Adventures, 
Arabian Adventures, and Alpha Tours offer evening 
dhow cruises that either sail around Doha Bay, 
affording spectacular views of the city skyline 
by night, or venture further afield to one of the 
many islands off the coast. Dinner and traditional 
music and entertainment are provided, and the 
trips usually last around three or four hours. Boats 
generally depart from the dhow harbour off the 
Corniche.

Parks & 
Museums
There are many large grassy areas and parks in 
Doha, offering a fun and relaxation for families, 
walkers and joggers. From the perfectly manicured 
Corniche to the 88-hectare Aspire Park, visitors 
will find a spot to relax under the shade of trees 
or by the water. Other attractions are Al Corniche, 
Museum of Islamic Art, Souq Waqif, Qatar National 
Theatre and Katara, Rumaila Park and Dahl Al 
Hammam Park and Zoo.

The Muesuem of
Islamic Art

The Muesuem of Islamic Art 
displays Islamic manuscripts,
ceramic, metal, glass, jewellery,
textiles, wood and precious 
stones dating from the 7th
to the 19th century. The 
collection is housed in 
an IM Pei designed building 
situated on its own isalnd.

www.mia.org/english 
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City Tours in Doha
If you are in Doha or you want a crash course in finding your way around, then a city tour of 
Doha may be ideal for you. You will spend the day in an air-conditioned bus, with commentary 
provided by an experienced, English-speaking tour guide. Typical stops on the tour include 
some or all of the following: the camel market, the weaponry museum, the Cornice, the dhow-
building yard, the falcon market, the fish market, the gold souk and the fruit and vegetable 
market. Some tour companies (such as QIT)offer shopping tours in the city, concentrating on the 
traditional souks and the modern malls. Both the city tour and the shopping tour can be taken as 
full-day or half day trips.

Safari Tours 
Unlike an African Safari which involves spotting wildlife in games reserves, a safari in this 
part of the world means an excursion into the desert. Visitors will be picked up in a powerful 
4WD, driven by an experienced (and often charismatic) driver, to head off into the dunes for 
some thrilling off-road driving and spectacular scenery. Tours commonly head south of Doha, 
stopping at Sealine beach resort to meet up with cars in the convoy and deflate tyres, before 
heading across the sand to Al Khor Al Udeid (also known as the inland sea). Watching the sun 
set over the desert dunes is a serene, beautiful experience and a great photo opportunity. 
Visitors can choose to stay in the desert overnight- the tour companies have their own 
permanent campsites set up among the dunes, and enjoying an evening  of delicious Arabic 
Barbeque, accompanied by music, belly dancing and a puff or two on a traditional shisha pipe.

Forts
Qatar has several old forts dating back hundreds of years. Some have been restored and some 
are currently used as excavation sites for archaeologists, but visitors may be disappointed by a 
lack of information once they reach a particular site. Some forts have no proper gates or doors 
so can be visited anytime, while others may open from 08:00-13:00 and then 16:00-19:00. 
Entry is nearly always free of charge. Note that summer opening hours vary greatly and some 
may close their doors for the whole summer season. Many of these forts are outside of Doha 
city in unpopulated areas.

Fort Location Hours

 
Al Rakiyat                                      Al Rakiyat, NW Qatar                       08:00-13:00. 
                                                                                                                      Closed Friday.   
Al Wajbah                                      Near Emir’s Palace, Al Rayyan         08:00-13:00. 
                                                                                                                      Closed Friday.   
Al Zubara                                      Al Zubara, NW Qatar                       08:00-13:00 and 16:00–19:00. 
                                                                                                                      Closed Friday morning & Saturday.  
 
Doha or Al Koot                          Beh Souq Waqih, Al Jasra           07:00-12:00 and 16:00-21:00. 
                                                                                                                       Friday 16:00-18:30  
 
Umm Salal Mohammed              Umm Salal Mohammed            08:00-13:00 and 16:00 19:00  



Additional Websites:

The Official Ministry of Tourism Website
www.experienceqatar.com

QIT Tours
www.qittour.com/index.asp

Sahara Tours Qatar
www.saharatoursqatar.com

Arabian Adventures
www.arabianadventureqatar.net

Gulf Adventures
www.gulf-adventures.com
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