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In the newsletter sent home last month, I included information regarding communication guidelines 
and outlined who you should contact and when if you have any issues or concerns. My message also 
stressed the importance of respectful communication. The issue of respect is also a message that I 
have been emphasising with our students. Over the last two weeks I have met with all year groups 
from Grade 4 up to Grade 12, to talk to them about my own understanding of 'respect', and to 
emphasise the importance of maintaining the following principles of SOLE as identified in the ISL 
Qatar 'Respect Policy':

See our complete 
calendar here

School Photos

5C Field Trip

Start of week 7

Diversity Understanding Identity Passion

- Respect for yourSelf 
- Respect for Others
- Respect for Learning
- Respect for the Environment

During these meetings we talked about the importance of maintaining these principles, even if you are in conflict or 
disagreement with somebody else. It was stressed that any argument that escalates to physical conflict would never be 
acceptable in school, and we also talked about the consequences that this may lead to. This was a theme that was 
followed up in the Primary School assembly on Tuesday, in which 4C led a wonderful presentation looking at the issue 
of conflict resolution.

The issue of respect is central to the philosophy of the school. As it states in our Parent Handbook: 

It is our aim to establish an ethos of respect and mutual understanding. Ours is a diverse community, with students, 
teachers and support staff from a huge variety of cultural, social, religious and ethnic backgrounds, who have different 
learning styles and abilities. Each and every member of our school community has the right to be safe and supported in 
school and to be protected if he or she is feeling vulnerable.

I would really appreciate if you could support this message by also talking with your children about the importance of 
respectful relationships, and perhaps exploring how to find positive resolutions if ever they find themselves in a 
position of conflict. This is a perfect example of how the school and parents can work together to present a unified 
message to our children.

During the course of this year, I would like to host a series of coffee mornings that will give me the opportunity to meet
with parents, and to chat informally  about the school, its future developments and about broader educational issues in 
general. The details of the first event are as follows:

Date: Monday 6 November
Time: 8:00am -  9:00am
Location: D Room, 1st Floor

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Dounia Slaoui at the following email address: dslaoui@islqatar.org
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7:30am to 8:30am
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5A Field Trip

Coffee & breakfast with the Head of School
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for Boys
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Diversity Understanding Identity Passion

Message from the Head of Primary

Primary School News 

Grade 1 Continues to Follow the Journey of Food

Grade 3 have been collecting bottle caps for estimating and 
counting. They will be making 10s, 100s and 1000s to make it 
easier to find the total amount. A few students in Grade 3 started 
discussing how there is a hospital in Qatar that collects bottle caps 
to make prosthetic limbs. They asked if we could continue to 
collect bottle caps throughout the year. Then when we are 
finished using them in Maths, we can donate them toHamad 
Medical Corporation, Rumeilah Hospital ?Prosthetic Limbs Section. 
Please see link for more information on this project.

Message from the Head of Primary

Find more photos on our Website

Grade 3 Estimating and Counting

In Kindergarten we have been exploring the concept ?Play as a vehicle for lifelong learning? for the unit ?How We Express 
Ourselves?. We wanted to assess and enjoy this unit fully by putting our newly found knowledge and skills to work. The 
field trip was to a centre called Bricklyn; which uses Lego integrated with electronic devices. Bricklyn?s aim is to get 
children to ?think outside outside of the blocks? and we were astonished when we stood back and watched our 
Kindergarten children take this to a new level. They independently, in pairs and in groups used robotics to create moving 
Lego structures. They proceeded to build, assemble and design villages, jungles, cars and aero planes to mention but a 
few creations! The teachers in Kindergarten are really going to have to ?think outside of the blocks? to challenge these 
children from now on!!!

KG Trip to Bricklyn

This past month the Primary school has been buzzing with busy- ness. As we wrap up our first unit of 
inquiry, students and teachers have been involved in a variety of learning endeavours inside and 
outside their classrooms. Children?s author Samira Osman visited our school and shared her writing 
with the students. Food selling and bake sales by students took place in our atrium, raising money for 
our local action: ?Wednesday Lunch Project? for those in need. As well as, taking action in the local 
community, the school showed solidarity globally by wearing pink and selling ribbons and gift items 
to raise awareness about Breast Cancer. The best way to learn is when students teach students. That?s exactly what 
Grade 3 students buddied up with KG students and read them a story. Sharing what has been learned was evident in 
Grade 4 school Assembly on Conflict Resolution, Grade 2?s Celebration of Learning where students shared their personal 
histories with their parents, and Grade 3 taken ownership of our Sole Respect Policy by writing up their own version of 
what respect means to them and sharing their posters all around the school. As you can see learning at ISL Qatar is 
challenging, meaningful, relevant and engaging, but it is also fun!
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Secondary School News 

Message from the Head of Secondary

Lots of thinking going on in Grade 8... As Term 1 is now in full flow and the administrative challenges 
of starting a new school year are finally behind us, I have started visiting classrooms and break- out 
spaces and engaging in conversations with students from across the Secondary School.

Our new look mathematics department certainly seems to be offering lots of opportunities and 
resources to provoke thoughtful discussions. ?17 Equations that changed the world?, in particular, 
caught my eye.

Goodbye Dorothea!

It is with heavy hearts that we say goodbye to our Secondary School Administrator, Ms 
Dorothea Whittle, at the end of this half term. Dorothea joined our community in 
December 2015 and rapidly became an invaluable member of the Secondary Team, 
completing an amazing array of support tasks ranging from providing transcripts to 
supporting the preparation of overseas trips and following up rigorously on student 
attendance and lateness. It is no coincidence that our Secondary student attendance and 
late figures have all shown great improvement under Dorothea?s watchful, determined 
and supportive eye.

We thank Dorothea sincerely for all her contributions and collegiality; we will all miss her 
presence but of course wish her every happiness as she returns to her homeland of South 
Africa.

I dropped in on students in G8 science who were grappling with the 
difference between physical and chemical change and was reminded 
of the 2ndLaw of Thermodynamics as reversible and irreversible 
processes were described to me with considerable skill. On my way 
back to my office I passed by a group of G8 Humanities students who 
were in the process of conducting a SWOT analysis relating to the IMF. 
I quizzed them about the origins of the IMF and was impressed with 
their knowledge and underlying message that helping countries trade 
with one another would lead to a better, more peaceful world. To 
provide balance to their learning a separate group of G8 students 
revealed their concerns for how multi- national companies take 
advantage of local workers in LEDCs.

The Pastoral Team would like to extend their regards as we complete the first half term of the school year.
We will be working closely with the MYP students and Homeroom Teachers of ISL Qatar to develop a full range of social 
and academic skills. The use of the Personal Social Programme will give students the opportunity to interact with their 
peers within and outside their grade level.

An aspect that we will be focusing on is Online Activity and Internet Safety. The use of technology plays a major role in 
the lives of our young adults, so educating them on its appropriate and safe use is central to, not only our homeroom 
sessions, but our collaboration with parents. So as we approach the October break, we would like to remind both 
parents and students of the following;

- Social Media sites have age restrictions in order to protect users from inappropriate content, and these should 
be adhered to, even with parental permission.

- Students should always inform someone they trust if they feel uncertain about content they see on social media 
sites, whether it involves themselves or their peers.

- Remember that comments, videos and photographs are no longer private once they are uploaded to social 
media sites.

The Pastoral Team welcome the support of parents and guardians to guide our young adults to make appropriate and 
safe decisions about their use of social media. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you wish to,

The Pastoral TeamMiss Besford, Miss Clarke and Ms Kritsineli

Pastoral News
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Global Citizenship and Community Action (GCCA)

The Wednesday Lunch project has traditionally been one of the more successful ventures that students of ISL Qatar 
have participated in. This year it is Grade 8 students who have taken upon themselves to sell fatayers, falafels and other 
delicious items on Mondays and Thursdays. The proceeds from the sales go to buy food for the builders in the 
neighbourhood.

Here are some words from one of the students participating in the project, Yousof Tuffaha in Grade 8C:

The Wednesday Lunch Initiative started two weeks ago with the selling of fatayers at second breaks. Little do many 
people know, but that money actually goes in to buying lunches for workers in surrounding projects who may suffer 
from an unbalanced diet, rarely eating fruit or other nutritious food. The packing of lunches, however, started last 
Wednesday with a slight lack of enthusiasm when compared to the long line of fatayers buyers. Maybe it is just because 
they do not get to eat any of the food when they are done! However, as someone who has seen the Wednesday Lunch 
Initiative grow from when people actually donated food, or when it was organized on Tuesdays, and all the way to this; I 
can attest that it is actually a very beneficial project. While arguably buying the fatayers goes a long way, and it does, the 
sheer passion you will inevitably experience when packing lunches for humbled workers is nothing like biting into a 
pastry. We appreciate the help of volunteers to pack lunches, and are now accepting donations of food such as noodles 
or any other goodies.

There are a lot of possibilities for students to show initiative and take action at ISL Qatar. During the Cancer Awareness 
month of October, also called the Pink Month we have seen a couple of fundraising activities led by two students in 
Grade 11, Veruska Stepenka and Lily Bugg. They have had great help from a number of students in mainly Grade 3 and 4 
who wanted to organise a bake sale to raise funds for cancer research. For Veruska and Lily this has been their CAS 
project and you can read more about their experience here:

?Taking initiative for the cancer awareness month of October has been an exceptional experience. For instance, both 
myself and fellow peer, Lily Bugg, have further developed our leadership and planning skills. We became school leaders 
for such an important cause that has affected members of our school community. We cannot put into words what an 
honour it has been to raise awareness for those strong souls who have won a tireless battle against breast cancer. 
Furthermore, it was incredible being able to share this experience with our school community that has been more than 
supportive towards making donations all in favour of showing solidarity towards breast cancer.

Wednesday Lunch Initiative

Pink Month!

The workers need us, and 
we need you. We are 
waiting for your support. 
Will you join us?

Yousof Tuffaha
Gr 8C

However, donations haven?t been the only way in which our community has 
demonstrated support. Students from grade 3, grade 4 and grade 5 have taken their 
own initiative and hosted a bake sale, in order to further raise awareness. It has been 
amazing to see how primary students have taken the lead at such a young age, 
especially of this global phenomenon. Both myself and Lily are very grateful to have 
been given this opportunity to do something so meaningful for our school community 
but also for those who are or have been affected by breast cancer. Thank you to 
everyone who has donated and helped those affected by breast cancer?.

Veruska Stepenka and Lily Bugg, Grade 11
Find more photos on our Website
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Student Support Services 

Update from Pastoral Leaders -  Attendance & Dress Code 
As we welcome all students to the new academic year, we wish to emphasize the importance of consistent attendance and 
punctuality each and every day. Attendance and punctuality are both life skills which additionally help students to manage 
workloads, be fully aware of all aspects of school life and to develop relationships with teachers and other members of the class or 
homeroom group. 

We would also like to remind everyone of our dress code which requires respectful, comfortable clothing, with knees and shoulders 
covered. On days with Physical Education lessons children should wear their ISL Qatar white Polo shirt and blue shorts or track suit 
bottoms. Some details of the dress code are as follows:

- Shoulders, midriff (stomach) and knees should be covered and underwear should never be visible
- T- Shirts should not have offensive slogans
- Ripped jeans should not be worn
- Boys shorts can be above the knee but not excessively short
- For girls, leggings may only be worn with a top that comes below the hips (leggings are NOT trousers)
- Boys and girls should seek permission from Pastoral Leaders before wearing traditional/national dress to school 

Recruitment at ISL Qatar 

From the Human Resources Office 
We are currently looking for candidates to fill the following vacancies for 
September 2017:

- Library Assistant (full time)
- Secondary Admin and admissions assistant
- PYP & MYP PE / Cover Teacher

Only applicants with a graduate calibre and expertise in the field will be 
considered. Fluency in English is essential, Arabic is an advantage . 
Please apply through our website & provide references, contact details here

From the Admin Office 

The Uniform supplier will have a Pop Up Shop at ISL 
Qatar on the following dates at the Atrium:
5 November 8 -  11:30am
19 November 8 -  11:30am
3 December 8 -  11:30am

To learn more about the Pop Up Shop and how it 
works, please click here

My name is Sami Bou Ghanem and I?m in my last year at ISL Qatar, Grade 12. I plan to apply 
to universities in the US, and after visiting several of them, I realized just how fortunate I 
was to have the opportunity to get to wherever I want to in the world, and pursue whatever 
career I like. Moreover, I realized that the next few years will have me go through a lot of 
changes both on a personal and on a larger level. I will be transitioning to University, and 
leave behind the two countries I have lived in: Lebanon and Qatar.

Student CAS Project

I have decided to embark on a CAS project which seeks to collect usable, 
unwanted shoes (and other supplies) from students in the school, and distribute 
them to NGOs in Lebanon, with an ultimate goal of having them reach 
underprivileged kids in the communities across Lebanon. I am hoping to get 
approximately 200 pairs in total and take them with me when I?m travelling over 
the winter break. Since this is a fairly large project, I have decided to give it a 
name: ?Step x Step?.

To raise more awareness and document my journey, I have made an Instagram 
account under the name ?stepxstep2017?, and will develop a manual for anyone 
who wishes to undertake a similar project. I kindly ask you to follow the 
Instagram page to get to know what the project is about, as well as further details 
regarding the incentives of the project.If you are willing to donate shoes and 
other supplies, boxes will be placed in the atrium after the mid- term break. If you 
are donating, you can also ask to be featured on the Instagram page.

ISL Qatar Libraries 

Overdue books 

 If a book has been lost or damaged, there are two options:

1. Buy a new copy of the book and send it to the library.
2. Pay the QAR 200 fee. This is the standard fee across the school for lost or damaged library or literacy books. This covers the 

cost of sourcing the books in either UK or US, the freight charge, and the processing and cataloguing costs. 

https://www.islschools.org/qatar/staff/careers.php
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General Information

Drop Off and Parking 

With a school of about 1000 students, more than 800 of whom arrive by car every day, there are problems of traffic and people 
congestion at certain times of the day. To ensure the safety of your children, we ask you follow the advice below.

- Parents should not park at the back gate of the school.
- Parents are requested to ensure that students arrive in good time to attend classes at the specified time in the morning. 
- Parents arriving by car in the morning should drop children in the clearly indicated drop zone and follow the directions of our staff. 
- Under no circumstances should cars be left unattended in the drop zone as this creates problems for other drivers and leads to 

greater traffic congestion. 
- Parents who wish to park should arrive early enough to secure a parking space. Only very young children should be walked to 

their class by parents, others should be dropped off to make their own way to class. 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 

All students in Grade 6 to 12, are required to bring their own electronic device (laptop, 
notebook or other) to ensure they can make use of the on- line resources we offer. 

Learn more about our  BYOD Privacy Policy and Smartphone Policy

Newsletters and Bulletins

Please note that a full and comprehensive newsletter will be 
produced at at the end of each month and sent home to you. A 
brief, weekly bulletin will be sent home every Thursday providing 
an update on forthcoming events.

Follow us: Website: www.islqatar.org

Useful Links

- Parents Sign Up for the Library
- BYOD Policy
- Smartphone Policy
- Latest News
- Universities Visit Schedule 2017- 2018
- POP UP Shop Information
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