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Sunday Dec 3 Monday 4

Tuesday 5

Wednesday 6

Thursday 7

Friday 8

Start of week 12

7:30 am: Grade 5A
Field trip

7:10 am 'Rumours'
rehearsal

7:00 pm: School
production 'Rumours'

7:00 pm: School
production 'Rumours'

6:00 pm: Grade 10
Options information
evening (D room)

11:30 am Grade 2C
assembly

12:30 pm ISLQ
MUN Chair
training

7:30 am: Grade 1 Field
trip
7:30 am: Grade 5B &
5C Field trip
8:00 am: Uniform sale

12:30 pm: QUESS U19
Boys football (away)

Sat 9

See our complete
calendar here

Message from the Head of School, David Monk
In the newsletter sent home last month, I stressed the importance of students upholding an ethos of respect within the
World Scholar's Cup
school. With this in mind, I would like to draw your attention to the message below from Mr Colin Powell, a member of the
Primary School Leadership team. Following some occasions in both the Primary and Secondary school where it has been
clear that some students have not behaved in a way that is respectful of others, we felt that it was essential that we confirm
the importance of the rights of all the children within school. I must stress the importance of the message that at no time is it
acceptable to use aggressive behaviour in school, and that doing so will always lead to consequences, which will certainly
involve calling in parents and may also involve a suspension from school. Could I please ask that you take some time to
discuss with your children how they might look for positive solutions to situations in which they might get angry.

Parent Advisory Groups
In order to try and improve communication and collaboration between parents and the school, I would like to inform you of a new initiative to be
taken within both the Primary and Secondary School. Ms Roula Ismail and Mr Nick Botting will be contacting you regarding the formation of Parent
Advisory Groups for each section of the school. These groups will consist of parent volunteers who are happy to meet once a month with the
leadership team from the Primary and Secondary School.
The purpose of each group will be to act as a sounding board for the administration of these sections of the school. Any proposals for school
development would be discussed, and likely parental and student reaction considered. The Advisory Group is also intended to act as a channel of
communication between the school and parents, and so would be very interested to hear from you if you have any questions or suggestions
regarding matters of school policy. Indeed, one of the most important issues that will be a standing item on the agenda will be that of
communication, and one of the goals set by the Parent Advisory Group members will be to continue to investigate how we can improve
communication between the school and the community.

Qatar National Day

Last day of the school term
Please note that the last day of school prior to breaking up
for the Winter vacation is Thursday 14 December and that
school will close at 12:00 noon on that day. The students
will return to school on Sunday 7 January. I hope that you
all have a wonderful winter vacation.

We will celebrate Qatar's National Day on Wednesday 13
December. The afternoon will feature a number of special
events including a display of traditional dancing. I would like
to encourage all of the students to come to school wearing
Qatar's national colours.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding Children, Colin Powell
At ISL Qatar, we believe in treating all members of the school community with respect, honesty and integrity. We follow the philosophy that
students who are happy in their environment, who are inspired by the process of learning and who feel secure with those who facilitate that
learning, will be successful? (Parent Handbook, section 8.1). We must be aware of our behavior, how we interact with one another and how this
supports learning.
Here are some basic expectations that govern how we interact with one another:
Respect for self
-

Respect for others

I behave courteously.
I represent myself appropriately and behave properly at any
school- related event.
I think before I act.
I think about the impact of my actions.

Diversity

Understanding

-

I am polite.
I listen attentively.
I help those in need.
I do not gossip or cause fights.
I will not make anyone feel uneasy or uncomfortable.
I will conduct myself properly when moving around school.
I use positive and appropriate language with my peers and
adults.

Identity

Passion

At
ISL Qatar,
it is never
World
Scholar's
Cupacceptable to use aggressive language and/or
physical violence. Whether you initiate violence or respond physically to
violence, both instances are unacceptable.
We believe that you, as parents, play a vital role in delivering and realizing our
message of child safety and we need your support as partners in working together
to promote the welfare of your child. In the next newsletter, we will describe the
steps taken in situations of physical violence and the applicable consequences.We
wish to create a safe, secure and happy environment for every member of our
community and we look forward to achieving this with you.

Message from the Head of Primary
World
Scholar's
Cupspiration
In- spiration
and OutSpending the day with young children is highly inspirational. This is what we do, day in and day out at the Primary
School. It is their curiosity about the world and their passion for learning that keeps us on our toes. Our role as
educators is to nourish and encourage them by valuing their inquiries and providing the environment and resources
to pursue and realise them. These environments include the classroom but also move beyond the classroom spaces,
into the playgrounds and local communities.
Students this month went on many field trips to local museums, public spaces, and overnight camps in order to
develop transdisciplinary learning. Learning that is connected to life and that develops both skills, knowledge and
deeper understanding.
I had a group of EC1 students come to my office and ask me if they could
buy an oven. They had read their favourite book: ?The Gingerbread Man?
and became so inspired by it to the point that they wanted to bake their
own. But they needed help. After a conversation about their motivations
and the safety aspect of having an oven, they went off to find solutions to
their inquiry. Their investigation led them to discover that we had ovens
at school, and so they ended up cooking and baking some Gingerbread
men. At school, we are continuously thinking about how we can use the
environment to promote learning.
We prioritize how the environment is arranged because of its potential to spark learning as well as its power to organize and promote
relationships. Another example is the early childhood outdoor play spaces. Our outdoor spaces, objects, materials and structures are not seen as
fixed elements. Rather our outdoor areas are places for creativity.They are spaces of imagination. The outdoor environment is where our learners
are active in forming, constructing, distributing and organizing. So that while both teachers and students learn from/with/alongside each other we
also have the ?environment?that plays the role of the third educator. It is the place where students can be inspired to learn, grow and inquire.

Grade 3C Science Lab Visit

Grade 3C went on an adventure to the Secondary Science lab to explore the changing states
of matter. Mr McDonald led a very exciting lesson demonstrating all kinds of chemical
reactions to heat which included different substances.
We looked at Elephants toothpaste, the Sand Snake, and what happens when we mix normal
looking materials with other normal looking materials to produce smoke, fire and a lot of
color (potassium permanganate and glycerine!)
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Secondary School News
Message from the Head of Secondary
Team 322 at the Tournament of Champions
Each year since 2014, a small group of ISL Qatar students have battled through regional and global rounds of the World
Scholar?s Cup and earned the right to attend the Tournament of Champions at the prestigious Yale University. This year we
were represented by Team 322, made up of 3 G9 boys, Youssef Barakat, Sebastian Santoni and Putu Narayanan.
As well as competing against the very best scholars, worldwide, the
Tournament provides attendees with the opportunity to interact with and
learn directly from Yale students and faculty, attend a special panel on
college life, learn how to leverage the World Scholar?s Cup experience as
part of their admissions portfolio and even meet Yale University professors.
The exciting rounds of debate, team challenge and individual writing
competitions took place last week.Team 322 performed exceptionally well
finishing 6th best overall Middle East Team. There were also numerous
individual honours, Sebastian finishing 8th in Challenge Literature and 11th
in the Champion Scholars section. Trip Leader, Mr. Elizaga also received an
award for Distinguished Service as a Debate Adjudicator.
We are all very proud of their achievements and hope that the Yale experience will prove to be inspirational as they seek university places in the
future.

Visit to Solar Art Exhibition

On the 16th of November the students of 6B visited the Solar Art Festival, which was organised by Qatar Solar Technologies (QSTec), in
collaboration with Qatar Museums. The students, accompanied by Mrs Kritsineli and Mr Minhas, had the opportunity to interact with displayed
artwork, such as Craig Colorusso?s Sun Boxes, a combination of audio speakers and solar panels which create sound using solar power. They also
admired artworks developed by school and university- level students around Qatar, as part of QSTec?s award- winning Shams Generation initiative.
Finally, they attended a workshop led by architect Eleonora Nicoletti and created their own solar lamps from recycled plastic to contribute to her
Solar Shimmer kinetic screen.

Secondary Mathematics Update

This month has seen the Maths team working to improve communication within our school community. Communication is Criteria C in MYP
Mathematics and students have been improving their understanding and use of a variety of forms of mathematics. The photos show Grade 8 using
geoboards to explore geometry and Grade 6 using number- lines to help visualise integers. Grade 9 also worked on a critical analysis of the criteria
during an investigation into buying pizza. The Grade 12 Standard Level cohort had a guest speaker, Mr Mitch Campbell who helped them through
the daunting task of revising using his analysis of past exam papers. Following parental feedback, the Mathematics department have also piloted
emailing "student friendly" unit plans directly to students and parents as we appreciate that Managebac can be overwhelming. These plans give
details of the unit, resources and assessment information so that everyone can plan ahead. They have been well received by parents and in the
future all of our units will be communicated this way, in addition to the full unit plans that are available on Managebac. Finally may I take this
opportunity to thank the many students who have attended our after school drop in sessions (every Monday and Wednesday) and thank all the
parents who have made this attendance possible. I would like to end with a "save the date" notice; 14th March 2018 is International Pi Day, look out
for activities involving the whole community and invitations from both Primary and Secondary maths teams to visit and get involved!
Mrs Angela Furniss
Mathematics Leader of Learning
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Visual and Performance Arts
Rumors
Come along and laugh- out- loud to the madcap slamming- door comedy Rumors by
acclaimed playwright Neil Simon.
Set in a tastefully appointed townhouse just outside of New York, four couples gather to
celebrate their host?s 10th Wedding Anniversary, but the host, the Deputy Mayor of New
York, lies bleeding on the bedroom floor and his wife is nowhere to be seen.His lawyer
friends Ken and Chris must get "the story" straight before the other guests arrive. As the
confusions and mis- communications mount, the evening spins off into classic farcical
hilarity.
"Light, frothy and fun." - New York Post
"Has nothing on its mind except making the audience laugh." - The New York Times
Performances: Wednesday 6th and Thursday 7th Dec, 7pm, ISL Qatar.
Tickets available at reception.

Univesity / College Counselling News
Grade 12

Grade 10 & 11

College Applications

SAT Preparation

Please be aware of upcoming university deadlines for applications.

The SAT is a globally recognized reading, writing and
mathematics assessment test used as part of admissions to US
colleges, and it is typically taken in grade 11 and again in grade
12. We strongly encourage grade 11 students to utilize Khan
Academy, College Board's official SAT Practice Tool. Khan
Academy is a well- known, free, online platform which offers
an abundance of learning tutorials. Khan Academy has
partnered with College Board to offer personalized SAT
preparation. Students can sign up to build a practice program
based on their schedules. Parents can sign up too. It?s never
too early to start preparing for the SAT?s. Find out more here.

For the USA universities, kindly complete a Common Application.
For universities in Ontario, Canada kindly complete the application OUAC.
For UK universities kindly complete the application UCAS.
University Letter of Recommendation
Gentle reminder that your grade 12 student must complete a student brag
sheet if they require a letter of recommendation for their university/college
application as well as for scholarship purposes. Kindly send an email to the
college counsellors; Nickeisha Thomas and Richard Thompson if your
student will not require a letter of recommendation. Any questions or
concerns please contact the college counsellors.
Parent Questionnaire
Gentle reminder to complete the grade 12 parent questionnaire emailed
recently about your child. This questionnaire will guide referees/ teachers in
completing a succinct and appropriate letter of recommendation for your
child?s university applications. We thank you for your time and input! Link to
Parent Questionnaire

Grade 10 & 11
I had the opportunity to visit the University of Oxford in the United Kingdom. Oxford University is the
oldest university in the English- speaking world since 1096. The University of Oxford has 38 Colleges,
these Colleges are autonomous self- governing institutions within the university, and all teaching staff and
students studying for a degree at the university must belong to one of the colleges. The university does
not have a main campus, its buildings and facilities are scattered throughout the city centre. Many gifted
men and women have studied or taught at the University throughout its history. Among them are 27
British Prime Ministers, at least 30 international leaders, 50 Nobel Prize winners, and 120 Olympic medal
winners.
The university utilises tutorials as its main teaching method. A tutorial is a subject lesson with a tutor usually taking place once or twice every
week. Tutors are experts in their field and often world- leaders. Students usually have to prepare work in advance, for example an essay or some
mathematical problems, which they then discuss in the tutorial.
Entry Requirements
Conditional offers for students studying International Baccalaureate starts at 38?40 points depending on the subject.Most subjects require
applicants to sit a written test and/or submit written work as part of their application.
Admissions representatives advised me that prospective applicants should explore their suggested reading options (click the previous link to see
more). These reading options are intended to give students a sample of the kind of material they might engage with during a course at Oxford.
Please see here for photos from this university visit.
?Looking for a university is not a prize to be won, but a match to be made?.
Recommended University Events/Opportunities Open to the PublicCheck this link every week for the latest updates from the College Counselling
section of the School website.

Diversity

Understanding

Identity

Passion

Global Citizenship and Community Action
WSC Tournament of Champions Certificates
Embarking across tracts of ocean, land, and climate; from the Middle East to North America; three scholars, two
parents and one teacher continued their ?unlikely journey?this November to the World Scholar?s Cup final round:
a veritable Tournament of Champions. To say the time- jump or cultural medley were disorienting would be an
understatement. Yet this hardy band of MYP learners? and all their teammates unable to attend? have made us
immeasurably proud in the depth of their skill and breadth of achievement.
It?s remarkable the extent to which the students push their knowledge boundaries and pursue answers to
world- changing questions with a passion that exemplifies the IB learner in action. I often suspect they are more
driven to study WSC subjects than those prescribed by the school! Perhaps they know well the potential that this
extracurricular, purely voluntary pursuit has in raising the standard of meaningful, civilized discourse. It would do
little justice to reflect at length about the values of this program on their behalf, so in the words of a veteran
scholar, Sebastian Santoni:
?Looking back after such an outstanding trip, I now see what an intrinsic part of my life the World Scholar?s Cup has become. When my 6th- grade
self- decided to try it out I could not have been prepared for how it would change me both academically and personally. The knowledge I have
gained over the years is invaluable but I believe that the social aspect of the WSC is worth its weight in gold. Thinking back to my first global round
in Kuala Lumpur, I was an antisocial mess with no passion for learning. I thought that education was pointless and was too shy to even make eye
contact, let alone make friends! ...
Read the complete article about their WSC journey in Yale here

Qatar Debate School League
QDSL Girls: On Saturday, 28th October, two teams of three debaters
including students from Grade 9 to Grade 11 participated in four rounds of
debate at DeBakey High School Qatar. Both teams won two rounds during
the tournament. . Along with the teams, we also had Ms. Marilou S as the
trained adjudicator at the tournament. Hearty congratulations to Ranna M,
Nour H, Lubna A , Le T, Tanya D and Raseel Al T for their team work and
efforts in preparation for this tournament.
QDSL Boys: On Saturday, November 4th, a team of three experienced and capable debaters took part in the Qatar Schools Debate League
tournament at Omar Bin Al Khattab Secondary School for Boys. Our young men competed admirably, winning all four rounds of debating with
integrity and passion. A hearty congratulations to Karim Elgammal, Kritant Dahoo, and Ziyad Anwer for all of their efforts in preparing for, and
participating in, this debate tournament!

ISL Qatar students participate in Doha College MUN

6th Annual Qatar Leadership Conference

Celebrating
ISL- Qatar
MUN delegates for an
excellent performance as
delegates of Ethiopia,
Chile
and
lawyers
representing Argentina
at DCMUN 2017
Twenty students from Grade 9 ? 11
represented Ethiopia and Chile in 12
different committees and a team of
lawyers represented Argentina. The
6th Annual Qatar Leadership Conference 19th to 21st October 2017:
delegate of Ethiopia for HRC, Enisha S.
won the best delegate of the committee. At the start of the half term break, six Grade 12 MUN delegates
participated in the 6th Annual Qatar Leadership Conference. Two
The team of lawyers representing Argentina: Mohammed A., Gulnar K. groups were presenting workshops for the attendees. Mohammed T.
and Le T. won their case in the simulation of the International Court of and Saidatul Z. presented ?Generation Z and Hyper- connectivity the
Justice. The delegates had their resolutions passed and raised extensive Imminent Warpers of Governments, Economies and Businesses?.
points of information?s in their committees. The theme for the Abdulla Al R., Rhea A. and Rahema V. presented ?Political realism: How
conference was?Humanity?s Legacy?and our students were proactive in to Manipulate?. Jan S. attended the conference for leadership training
debates for the various topics discussed in their committees.
of Student Officers at the international conference THIMUN Qatar 2018.

High School Medical Conference 2017 ? Weill Cornell Medical College Qatar
Congratulations to seven DP Biology students who represented our school
at the Final Round of Qatar High School Medical Conference on
10thNovember 2017. The Grade 12 team members are Fatma Al K., Asma H.
and Salma T. who presented research on Diabetes related to the theme
?Ensure healthy lives and promote well- being for all at all ages?. The
Grade 11 team members are Kritant D., Lara E., Saloni G. and Guus K. who
presented an innovative idea of domes related to the theme ?Make cities
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable?. The students interacted with
community members and developed communication skills such as
scientific poster presentation .
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Physical and Health Education News
QPPSSA Tournament
Congratulations to PYP children for the enthusiasm, motivation and sportsmanship demonstrated in PHE
lessons, since the start of year. The PHE department is proud of all teams that have participated in
QPPSSA tournaments, which have shown great teamwork, dedication and resilience, resulting in
fantastic performances.
U11 girls football ? 1st place
U11 boys football ? 2nd place
U9 girls football ? 2nd place
U9 boys football ? 2nd place
U10 boys football ? 1st place
A special thank you to parents and all ISL Qatar teachers, for the constant support and cooperation with
the PHE department.

U19 & U16 boys football teams
We?ve had a busy playing schedule through late October and November for our U19 & U16 boys
football teams.
The U19?s are unbeaten so far having triumphed against Dukhan and MIS both with 3- 1 victories.
The boys travel to Doha College next week in a top of the table clash which will go a long way in
deciding the A league title 2017- 18.
Our U16 boys started their campaign with a 1- 3 defeat to DBS. However they have shown a
steely resolve by responding with victories against AKIS 4- 0, EMS 6- 0 and 5- 0 V NBA. We?ll
have to await other results to see where the team finish overall in the league. Those early
Tuesday morning fitness sessions look to have paid dividends!!! A special mention for Fabian
Escobar in G9, who having played for both U19 & 16 has scored an incredible 10 goals in just 6
games.

ECAs
Announcement

Evolution Sports Soccer Qatar

Most ECAs will finish in the week commencing with Sunday 3rd
December. The only exceptions are: Gymnastics Thursday ends 30/ 11,
Gymnastics Monday 11/ 12 (no Gymnastics 4/ 12), Mini Tennis and
Taekwondo Tuesday 12/ 12 (no sessions on Tuesday 5/ 12). The last day
of the School?s own ECAs is Wednesday 6th December.
New ECAs will be presented during the first week back after the
Winter Break and start in the second week of the term, w/c with
Sunday 14th January 2018.For any queries regarding the ECAs please
contact Robert Nidsjo, rnidsjo@islqatar.org

Continue reading...
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Solar Art Exhibition

During the first term a group of primary students have worked on Solar Powered art pieces in their Solar Art ECA. The main goal was to participate in
the region?s first Solar Art Festival held at the Fire Station Museum. On the inauguration night of the exhibition it was a delight to see the young
students?faces when they realised what they had been a part of. A whole room was lit up with solar powered lights in the most amazing creations.
The Festival brought together some amazing solar art commissions by some of the world?s most established solar artists together with artworks
implemented by students around Qatar.

Alex Greene in Grade 9 was specially invited by the organisers to exhibit his highly creative and
technological pieces. The one that drew most attention was a solar powered charging station for a
remote car.
Following up from the festival all Grade 3 students as well as one Grade 6 class have been to
workshops, organised by the Qatar Solar Technologies, to learn more about this sustainable energy
resource we are waiting to see more of here in Qatar. The students left the museum inspired by
what they had learnt and hopefully this new found interest can lead to more participation in similar
activities in the future.

Student Support Services
Update from Pastoral Leaders - Attendance & Dress Code
We wish to emphasize the importance of consistent attendance and punctuality each and every day. Attendance and punctuality are both life skills
which additionally help students to manage workloads, be fully aware of all aspects of school life and to develop relationships with teachers and
other members of the class or homeroom group.
We would also like to remind everyone of our dress code which requires respectful, comfortable clothing, with knees and shoulders covered. On
days with Physical Education lessons children should wear their ISL Qatar Blue Polo shirt with orange stripes and blue shorts or track suit bottoms.
Some details of the dress code are as follows:
-

Shoulders, midriff (stomach) and knees should be covered and underwear should never be visible
T- Shirts should not have offensive slogans
Ripped jeans should not be worn
Boys shorts can be above the knee but not excessively short
For girls, leggings may only be worn with a top that comes below the hips (leggings are NOT trousers)
Boys and girls should seek permission from Pastoral Leaders before wearing traditional/national dress to school

Diversity

Understanding

Identity

Passion

From the Human Resources Office
We are currently looking for candidates to fill the following
vacancies for September 2017:
Recruitment
Qatar
PYP & MYPat
PEISL
/ Cover
Teacher
Only applicants with a graduate calibre and expertise in the
field will be considered. Fluency in English is essential, Arabic
is an advantage .
Please apply through our website & provide references, contact
details here

ISL Qatar Libraries
Overdue books
If a book has been lost or damaged, there are two options:
1.

Buy a new copy of the book and send it to the
library.
2. Pay the QAR 200 fee. This is the standard fee across
the school for lost or damaged library or literacy
books. This covers the cost of sourcing the books in
either UK or US, the freight charge, and the
processing and cataloguing costs.

From the Admin Office
Uniform Supplier

Cafeteria News

The Uniform supplier will have a Pop Up Shop at ISL Qatar after the
Winter Holidays on the following dates at the Atrium:
January 7th 12.00 - 2.30 pm
January 21th 12.00 - 2.30 pm
February 4th 12.00 - 2.30 pm
February 18th 12.00 - 2.30 pm
March 4th 12.00 - 2.30 pm
March 18th 12.00 - 2.30 pm

Please access the following link for more info on the hot meal
menu:
Hot Food Menu December 2017 Week 3rd ? 7th
Hot Food Menu December 2017 Week 10th ? 14th
Weekly Pre Order Form

To learn more about the Pop Up Shop and how it works, please click here

General Information
Drop Off and Parking
With a school of about 1000 students, more than 800 of whom arrive by car every day, there are problems of traffic and people
congestion at certain times of the day. To ensure the safety of your children, we ask you follow the advice below.
-

Parents should not park at the back gate of the school.
Parents are requested to ensure that students arrive in good time to attend classes at the specified time in the morning.
Parents arriving by car in the morning should drop children in the clearly indicated drop zone and follow the directions of our staff.
Under no circumstances should cars be left unattended in the drop zone as this creates problems for other drivers and leads to
greater traffic congestion.
- Parents who wish to park should arrive early enough to secure a parking space. Only very young children should be walked to
their class by parents, others should be dropped off to make their own way to class.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
All students in Grade 6 to 12, are required to bring their own electronic device (laptop,
notebook or other) to ensure they can make use of the on- line resources we offer.
Learn more about our BYOD Privacy Policy and Smartphone Policy

Useful Links

Newsletters and Bulletins
Please note that a full and comprehensive newsletter will be
produced at at the end of each month and will be sent via email.
A brief, weekly bulletin will be sent via email every Thursday
providing an update on forthcoming events.

Follow us:
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-

Parents Sign Up for the Library
BYOD Policy
Smartphone Policy
Latest News
Universities Visit Schedule 2017- 2018
POP UP Shop Information

Website: www.islqatar.org
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