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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme 
(PYP) offers a unique learning experience for children between the 
ages of 3 and 12 (EC1-Grade 5). It gives students the opportunity to 
think big via the concepts while at the same time develop specific 
knowledge and skills, to understand themselves, others, and the 
world around them.  

The PYP is a value-laden curriculum; through the development of the Learner 
Profile attributes, it aims to develop students that care about the local and global 
community and are willing to take action and make difference in their community 
and beyond. The Learner Profile, which is comprised of ten character traits that 
we believe are required to be a successful 21st century world citizen, is the crux of 
learning in every IB programme. Through the exploration and development of these 
traits, we believe that students will not only develop as strong individuals, but also 
as empathetic individuals capable of changing the world for the better.

The PYP is organised around six transdisciplinary themes that are conceptual and 
transcend all subject areas. These themes allow for more than just the acquisition 
of knowledge. They promote in-depth inquiry, as well as the development of the 
student as a valued person. They are broad enough to allow for the integration of all 
subjects and open enough to allow for students to connect on an individual personal 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD
AND KINDERGARTEN
Early learning and 
development in 
the PYP support 
the notion that 
children learn best 
through play. When 
children play, they 
explore, wonder, 
and investigate. In 
carefully designed 
e n v i r o n m e n t s , 
children feel 
empowered to try 
out varied ways of 
doing things and 
they are encouraged 
to adapt their approaches. They are constantly questioning, making predictions, exploring, 
revisiting, rethinking, and repeating. 

The teachers, who are intently observing the children and collecting data, work 
collaboratively to create a learning space where all children feel competent and capable. 
Every child feels heard and respected. Therefore, the learning environment is dynamic; it 
is constantly changing in response to the children’s needs and interests. 

inquiry level. The themes are universal and cut across all cultures and nationalities. 
The units of inquiry provide opportunities for students to learn in relevant and 
engaging ways. Great importance is placed on exploring local, and global issues, 
whilst constantly returning to the individual student and considering which issues 
have relevance for them.

The interconnection between multilingualism, intercultural understanding 
and global engagement are at the heart of the PYP and what it means to be 
Internationally Minded. Students at ISL Qatar learn in more than one language and 
develop knowledge and understanding of international perspectives. We value the 
development of students’ mother tongue by offering 12 mother tongue languages. 
Connections with a student’s own culture and the culture of others is an important 
feature of the PYP. Global awareness and the passion to make a difference in the 
world around them are fundamental elements of the PYP, and what it means to be 
internationally minded.



GRADE 1
TO GRADE 5

Exploration of the world around them continues as students move through the school. 
Community, civilizations, personal histories, exploration, and the environment are 
some of the areas of inquiry that encourages students to research, think, question, and 
consider different perspectives. Students write for authentic purposes, they learn math 
skills in context and they are able to follow their own passions and interests. In their final 
year of the PYP, the Grade 5 students engage in the PYP Exhibition. This is an independent 
inquiry that gives all students the opportunity to demonstrate their learning, by inquiring 
into a local or global issue and taking authentic action within their community.


