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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) offers a unique learning experience 
for children between the ages of 3 and 12. Organised 
around the essential elements of knowledge, 
concepts, skills and action, the PYP gives students the 
opportunity to explore big ideas in the world around 
them, and make a difference in their community and 
beyond.

The curriculum is centred around six themes that 
transcend all subject areas. The transdisciplinary themes 
allow for in-depth inquiry and provide opportunities for 
students to inquire in relevant, challenging and significant 
ways.

The PYP is a concept-driven programme, which allows 
students to engage with powerful ideas that have 
relevance within the subject areas but also transcend 
them. Students explore and re-explore these concepts 
throughout their time in the Primary school.

International Mindedness

Students at the International School of London (ISL) Qatar 
learn in more than one language and develop knowledge 
and understanding of intercultural perspectives. 
Connections with student’s own culture and the culture 
of others is an important feature of the PYP.  Global 
awareness and the passion to make a positive difference 
in the world around them is a fundamental element of the 
programme.

Environment as the third teacher

Indoor and outdoor spaces are used as learning 
environments where students develop their approaches 
to learning that include: communication, social, thinking, 
self-management and research skills. 

Students are given opportunities to explore, investigate 
and play with a variety of materials. This allows them to 
learn and develop an understanding of who they are, other 
people and the world around them.
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Early Childhood and Kindergarten

Early learning and development in the PYP supports the 
notion that students learn best through exploration and 
discovery of their environment. Inquiry as play is the way 
young learners develop and extend on their knowledge about 
the world. Through play, children practise and elaborate on 
the strategies and tools needed for further learning.

As children are provided with opportunities to play 
they are: trying new ideas; finding out about things;  
reinforcing knowledge and skills; thinking imaginatively; 
exploring their feelings and learning to control their 
emotions and taking risks.

Play is the way we learn.

Grade 1 - Grade 5 

Exploration of the world around them continues 
as students move through the school. Community, 
civilizations, personal histories, exploration and the 
environment are some of the areas of inquiry that 
encourages students to research, think, question and 
consider different perspectives. Students write for 
authentic purposes, they learn math skills in context and 
they are able to follow their own inquiries.

In their final year of the PYP, the Grade 5 students engage 
in the PYP Exhibition. This is an independent inquiry that 
gives all students the opportunity to demonstrate their 
learning, knowledge and skills by inquiring into a local or 
global issue. 
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